President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono

President of Indonesia

Istana Merdeka

Jakarta 10110

INDONESIA

Dear Mr President:

We applaud the ruling of the Indonesian constitutional court declaring articles 154 and 155 of the Indonesian criminal code to be unconstitutional, as these so-called “hate-sowing” articles deem free expression to be a criminal offense. We hope that you and your government will respect the court’s ruling, and grant unconditional and immediate release to all those who are currently in prison under these, and similar articles. Furthermore, the court decision makes it necessary for your government to drop all charges pending against any and all peaceful protestors.

Two such prisoners being held unjustly under the aforementioned articles are Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage, both being held prisoner at Abepura without just cause. The two merely engaged in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua Province on the 1st of December 2004, and for that, they were convicted on charges of “treason” in May 2005. Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage were subsequently sentenced to 15 years and 10 years, respectively. The flag-raising ceremony in which the two participated was a peaceful demonstration, and imprisoning them for this is a denial of their fundamental human right to freedom of expression. Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage are merely prisoners of conscience.


We urge you to grant both Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage immediate and unconditional release, and acknowledge that the two are peaceful demonstrators who did nothing more than utilize their God-given right to freely express their opinions and beliefs. Furthermore, we respectfully ask that your government cease arresting others who engage in peaceful protest, and that those currently being detained for such charges are granted clemency. It would be much appreciated by the world community if Indonesian law were amended to allow all individuals under Indonesian jurisdiction the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful demonstration, without the fear of punishment. Dissent must not be considered a crime. Likewise, we would be grateful to you and your government if you would ensure that repressive legislation be repealed, such as the “hate sowing” articles 154, 155, and 156 of the Indonesian Criminal Code (KUHP), and articles 134, 136, and 137 (KUHP) which criminalize “insulting the President and Vice President.” Although we might not necessarily agree with political dissent and criticisms made against us, we must allow people to express themselves as long as they remain peaceful in their protest. Additionally, we ask that you stop abusing and misusing “anti-terrorism” laws to punish legitimate and peaceful activists by falsely accusing them of being terrorists when in reality they are not terrorists, but rather democratic thinkers.

In conclusion, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General, visited Indonesia in June to investigate the Indonesian government’s abuse of West Papuans such as Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. She reported being very disturbed by the evidence of torture, imprisonment, and unjust treatment she found prisoners of conscience being subjected to at the hands of Indonesian authorities. Hina Jilani will soon be presenting her findings to the United Nations Human Rights Council, at which time she will seek action on behalf of these prisoners of conscience. We urge you and your government to cooperate with the international community, and implement any recommendations they offer as a solution to these matters.
Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated,

Brig. Gen. Dodi Sumantyo

Chief of Police – Kapolda Papua / Head of Regional Police Papua

Jl. Sam Ratulangie No. 8

Jayapura, Papua

INDONESIA

Dear General Dodi Sumantyo:

We applaud the ruling of the Indonesian constitutional court declaring articles 154 and 155 of the Indonesian criminal code to be unconstitutional, as these so-called “hate-sowing” articles deem free expression to be a criminal offense. We hope that President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and your government will respect the court’s ruling, and grant unconditional and immediate release to all those who are currently in prison under these, and similar articles. Furthermore, the court decision makes it necessary for your government to drop all charges pending against any and all peaceful protestors.

Two such prisoners being held unjustly under the aforementioned articles are Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage, both being held prisoner at Abepura for taking part in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua Province on the 1st of December 2004. The two were convicted on charges of treason in May 2005, and were subsequently sentenced to 15 years and 10 years, respectively. The flag-raising ceremony in which the two participated was a peaceful demonstration. Imprisoning them for this is a denial of their fundamental human right to freedom of expression. We consider Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage to be prisoners of conscience.


We urge you to do what is in your power to encourage President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono to grant Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage immediate and unconditional release, with the understanding that the two are peaceful demonstrators who merely utilized their God-given right to freely express their opinions and beliefs. Furthermore, we respectfully ask that no further arrests be made for those who engage in peaceful protest, and that those currently being detained for such charges are granted clemency. It would be much appreciated by the world community if Indonesian law were amended to allow all individuals under Indonesian jurisdiction the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful demonstration, without the fear of punishment. Dissent must not be considered a crime. Likewise, we would be grateful to you and your government if you would ensure that repressive legislation be repealed, such as the “hate sowing” articles 154, 155, and 156 of the Indonesian Criminal Code (KUHP), and articles 134, 136, and 137 (KUHP) which criminalize “insulting the President and Vice President.” Although we might not necessarily agree with political dissent or criticisms made against us, we must allow people to express themselves as long as they remain peaceful in their protest. Additionally, we ask that your government stop abusing and misusing “anti-terrorism” laws to punish legitimate and peaceful activists by falsely accusing them of being terrorists when in reality they are not terrorists, but rather democratic thinkers.


In conclusion, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General, visited Indonesia in June to investigate the Indonesian government’s abuse of West Papuans such as Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. She reported being very disturbed by the evidence of torture, imprisonment, and unjust treatment she found prisoners of conscience being subjected to at the hands of Indonesian authorities. Hina Jilani will soon be presenting her findings to the United Nations Human Rights Council, at which time she will seek action on behalf of these prisoners of conscience. We urge your government to cooperate with the international community, and implement any recommendations they offer as a solution to these matters.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated,

Mr Abdul Rahman Saleh

Attorney General

Jl. Sultan Hasanuddin No. 1

Kebayoran Baru

Jakarta Selatan, 12130

INDONESIA
Dear Mr Abdul Rahman Saleh:

We applaud the ruling of the Indonesian constitutional court declaring articles 154 and 155 of the Indonesian criminal code to be unconstitutional, as these so-called “hate-sowing” articles deem free expression to be a criminal offense. We hope that President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and your government will respect the court’s ruling, and grant unconditional and immediate release to all those who are currently in prison under these, and similar articles. Furthermore, the court decision makes it necessary for your government to drop all charges pending against any and all peaceful protestors.

Two such prisoners being held unjustly under the aforementioned articles are Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage, both being held prisoner at Abepura without just cause. The two did nothing more than take part in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua Province on the 1st of December 2004, and for that, they were convicted on charges of “treason” in May 2005. Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage were subsequently sentenced to 15 years and 10 years, respectively. The flag-raising ceremony in which the two participated was a peaceful demonstration, and imprisoning them for this is a denial of their fundamental human right to freedom of expression. Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage are prisoners of conscience.


We urge you to do what is in your power to encourage President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono to grant Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage immediate and unconditional release, with the understanding that the two are peaceful demonstrators who merely utilized their God-given right to freely express their opinions and beliefs. Furthermore, we respectfully ask that no further arrests be made for those who engage in peaceful protest, and that those currently being detained for such charges are granted clemency. It would be much appreciated by the world community if Indonesian law were amended to allow all individuals under Indonesian jurisdiction the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful demonstration, without the fear of punishment. Dissent must not be considered a crime. Likewise, we would be grateful to you and your government if you would ensure that repressive legislation be repealed, such as the “hate sowing” articles 154, 155, and 156 of the Indonesian Criminal Code (KUHP), and articles 134, 136, and 137 (KUHP) which criminalize “insulting the President and Vice President.” Although we might not necessarily agree with political dissent or criticisms made against us, we must allow people to express themselves as long as they remain peaceful in their protest. Additionally, we ask that your government stop abusing and misusing “anti-terrorism” laws to punish legitimate and peaceful activists by falsely accusing them of being terrorists when in reality they are not terrorists, but rather democratic thinkers.


In conclusion, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General, visited Indonesia in June to investigate the Indonesian government’s abuse of West Papuans such as Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. She reported being very disturbed by the evidence of torture, imprisonment, and unjust treatment she found prisoners of conscience being subjected to at the hands of Indonesian authorities. Hina Jilani will soon be presenting her findings to the United Nations Human Rights Council, at which time she will seek action on behalf of these prisoners of conscience. We urge your government to cooperate with the international community, and implement any recommendations they offer as a solution to these matters.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated,

Mr Hamid Awaluddin

Minister of Justice and Human Rights

Jl. H.R. Rasuna Said Kav. 4-5

Kuningan

Jakarta Selatan, 12950

INDONESIA

Dear Minister Hamid Awaluddin:

We applaud the ruling of the Indonesian constitutional court declaring articles 154 and 155 of the Indonesian criminal code to be unconstitutional, as these so-called “hate-sowing” articles deem free expression to be a criminal offense. We hope that President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and your government will respect the court’s ruling, and grant unconditional and immediate release to all those who are currently in prison under these, and similar articles. Furthermore, the court decision makes it necessary for your government to drop all charges pending against any and all peaceful protestors.

Two such prisoners being held unjustly under the aforementioned articles are Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage, both being held prisoner at Abepura without just cause. The two did nothing more than take part in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua Province on the 1st of December 2004, and for that, they were convicted on charges of “treason” in May 2005. Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage were subsequently sentenced to 15 years and 10 years, respectively. The flag-raising ceremony in which the two participated was a peaceful demonstration, and imprisoning them for this is a denial of their fundamental human right to freedom of expression. Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage are prisoners of conscience.


We urge you to do what is in your power to encourage President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono to grant Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage immediate and unconditional release, with the understanding that the two are peaceful demonstrators who merely utilized their God-given right to freely express their opinions and beliefs. Furthermore, we respectfully ask that no further arrests be made for those who engage in peaceful protest, and that those currently being detained for such charges are granted clemency. It would be much appreciated by the world community if Indonesian law were amended to allow all individuals under Indonesian jurisdiction the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful demonstration, without the fear of punishment. Dissent must not be considered a crime. Likewise, we would be grateful to you and your government if you would ensure that repressive legislation be repealed, such as the “hate sowing” articles 154, 155, and 156 of the Indonesian Criminal Code (KUHP), and articles 134, 136, and 137 (KUHP) which criminalize “insulting the President and Vice President.” Although we might not necessarily agree with political dissent or criticisms made against us, we must allow people to express themselves as long as they remain peaceful in their protest. Additionally, we ask that your government stop abusing and misusing “anti-terrorism” laws to punish legitimate and peaceful activists by falsely accusing them of being terrorists when in reality they are not terrorists, but rather democratic thinkers.


In conclusion, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General, visited Indonesia in June to investigate the Indonesian government’s abuse of West Papuans such as Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. She reported being very disturbed by the evidence of torture, imprisonment, and unjust treatment she found prisoners of conscience being subjected to at the hands of Indonesian authorities. Hina Jilani will soon be presenting her findings to the United Nations Human Rights Council, at which time she will seek action on behalf of these prisoners of conscience. We urge your government to cooperate with the international community, and implement any recommendations they offer as a solution to these matters.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated,

Ambassador Sudjadnan Parnohadiningrat

Embassy of Indonesia

2020 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC  20036


Fax:  (202) 775-5365

Your Excellency Sudjadnan Parnohadiningrat:

We applaud the ruling of the Indonesian constitutional court declaring articles 154 and 155 of the Indonesian criminal code to be unconstitutional, as these so-called “hate-sowing” articles deem free expression to be a criminal offense. We hope that President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and your government will respect the court’s ruling, and grant unconditional and immediate release to all those who are currently in prison under these, and similar articles. Furthermore, the court decision makes it necessary for your government to drop all charges pending against any and all peaceful protestors.

Two such prisoners being held unjustly under the aforementioned articles are Filep Karma and Yusak, both being held prisoner at Abepura without just cause. The two did nothing more than take part in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua Province on the 1st of December 2004, and for that, they were convicted on charges of “treason” in May 2005. Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage were subsequently sentenced to 15 years and 10 years, respectively. The flag-raising ceremony in which the two participated was a peaceful demonstration, and imprisoning them for this is a denial of their fundamental human right to freedom of expression. Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage are prisoners of conscience.


We urge you to do what is in your power to encourage President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono to grant Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage immediate and unconditional release, with the understanding that the two are peaceful demonstrators who merely utilized their God-given right to freely express their opinions and beliefs. Furthermore, we respectfully ask that no further arrests be made for those who engage in peaceful protest, and that those currently being detained for such charges are granted clemency. It would be much appreciated by the world community if Indonesian law were amended to allow all individuals under Indonesian jurisdiction the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful demonstration, without the fear of punishment. Dissent must not be considered a crime. Likewise, we would be grateful to you and your government if you would ensure that repressive legislation be repealed, such as the “hate sowing” articles 154, 155, and 156 of the Indonesian Criminal Code (KUHP), and articles 134, 136, and 137 (KUHP) which criminalize “insulting the President and Vice President.” Although we might not necessarily agree with political dissent or criticisms made against us, we must allow people to express themselves as long as they remain peaceful in their protest. Additionally, we ask that your government stop abusing and misusing “anti-terrorism” laws to punish legitimate and peaceful activists by falsely accusing them of being terrorists when in reality they are not terrorists, but rather democratic thinkers.


In conclusion, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General, visited Indonesia in June to investigate the Indonesian government’s abuse of West Papuans such as Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. She reported being very disturbed by the evidence of torture, imprisonment, and unjust treatment she found prisoners of conscience being subjected to at the hands of Indonesian authorities. Hina Jilani will soon be presenting her findings to the United Nations Human Rights Council, at which time she will seek action on behalf of these prisoners of conscience. We urge your government to cooperate with the international community, and implement any recommendations they offer as a solution to these matters.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated,

