Senator Robert P Casey

United States Senate

B-40 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510


Fax:  (202) 228-0604


Fax:  (717) 231-7542

Dear Senator Casey:

On the 17th of July 2007, Indonesia’s constitutional court ruled articles 154 and 155 of the Indonesian criminal code to be unconstitutional, as these so-called “hate-sowing” articles deem free expression to be a criminal offense. Two such prisoners who have been convicted of violating these laws are Filep Karma, a 45-year-old civil servant in Indonesia, and his fellow countryman, Yusak Pakage, a 26 year old student who had been pursuing a Master’s Degree at the Theological College, Walter Post, in Jayapura. Both are Christian activists for non-violence being held prisoner in Indonesia for taking part in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua Province on the 1st of December 2004.  Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage were convicted on charges of “treason” in May 2005, and were subsequently sentenced to 15 years and 10 years, respectively. The flag-raising ceremony in which the two participated was a peaceful demonstration, and imprisoning them for this was a denial of their fundamental human right to freedom of expression. Despite that the laws which they were convicted of violating have since been ruled unconstitutional, Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage remain in prison. We consider Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage to be prisoners of conscience, and would be grateful for any assistance you might be able to provide on their behalf.


The flag-raising ceremony involved about two hundred people who commemorated the declaration of Papuan independence of 1962 by raising the Morning Star flag, the symbol of Papuan independence. Local police converged on the peaceful demonstrators, using excessive force. At least four of the demonstrators were reported to be severely injured, two of who were shot in the head by the police. Filep Karma was arrested, and at a demonstration for his release, others were arrested, including Yusak Pakage. While the rest of the demonstrators were eventually let go, Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage remained in custody, and were beaten by the police.


In June, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General, visited Indonesia to investigate the Indonesian government’s abuse of West Papuans such as Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. She reported being very disturbed by the evidence of torture, imprisonment, and unjust treatment she found prisoners of conscience being subjected to at the hands of Indonesian authorities. We would be grateful to you if you could make an attempt to intervene in any way you can on behalf of Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. We ask you to encourage President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia, and Ambassador Sudjadnan Parnohadiningrat, to grant Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage immediate and unconditional release, with the understanding that the two are peaceful demonstrators who merely utilized their right to freely express their opinions and beliefs. And we also ask that all other peaceful demonstrators imprisoned by the Indonesian government under the same unjust laws be released as well.
Thank you for your attention to this matter,

Senator Arlen Specter

United States Senate

711 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510-0001


Fax:  (202) 228-1229


Fax:  (717) 782-4920

Dear Senator Specter:

On the 17th of July 2007, Indonesia’s constitutional court ruled articles 154 and 155 of the Indonesian criminal code to be unconstitutional, as these so-called “hate-sowing” articles deem free expression to be a criminal offense. Two such prisoners who have been convicted of violating these laws are Filep Karma, a 45-year-old civil servant in Indonesia, and his fellow countryman, Yusak Pakage, a 26 year old student who had been pursuing a Master’s Degree at the Theological College, Walter Post, in Jayapura. Both are activists for non-violence being held prisoner in Indonesia for taking part in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua Province on the 1st of December 2004.  Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage were convicted on charges of “treason” in May 2005, and were subsequently sentenced to 15 years and 10 years, respectively. The flag-raising ceremony in which the two participated was a peaceful demonstration, and imprisoning them for this was a denial of their fundamental human right to freedom of expression. Despite that the laws which they were convicted of violating have since been ruled unconstitutional, Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage remain in prison. We consider Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage to be prisoners of conscience, and would be grateful for any assistance you might be able to provide on their behalf.


The flag-raising ceremony involved about two hundred people who commemorated the declaration of Papuan independence of 1962 by raising the Morning Star flag, the symbol of Papuan independence. Local police converged on the peaceful demonstrators, using excessive force. At least four of the demonstrators were reported to be severely injured, two of who were shot in the head by the police. Filep Karma was arrested, and at a demonstration for his release, others were arrested, including Yusak Pakage. While the rest of the demonstrators were eventually let go, Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage remained in custody, and were beaten by the police.


In June, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General, visited Indonesia to investigate the Indonesian government’s abuse of West Papuans such as Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. She reported being very disturbed by the evidence of torture, imprisonment, and unjust treatment she found prisoners of conscience being subjected to at the hands of Indonesian authorities. We would be grateful to you if you could make an attempt to intervene in any way you can on behalf of Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. We ask you to encourage President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia, and Ambassador Sudjadnan Parnohadiningrat, to grant Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage immediate and unconditional release, with the understanding that the two are peaceful demonstrators who merely utilized their right to freely express their opinions and beliefs. And we also ask that all other peaceful demonstrators imprisoned by the Indonesian government under the same unjust laws be released as well.
Thank you for your attention to this matter,

Congressman Chaka Fattah

United States House of Representatives

2301 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515-3802


Fax:  (202) 225-5392


Fax:  (215) 387-6407

Dear Congressman Fattah:

On the 17th of July 2007, Indonesia’s constitutional court ruled articles 154 and 155 of the Indonesian criminal code to be unconstitutional, as these so-called “hate-sowing” articles deem free expression to be a criminal offense. Two such prisoners who have been convicted of violating these laws are Filep Karma, a 45-year-old civil servant in Indonesia, and his fellow countryman, Yusak Pakage, a 26 year old student who had been pursuing a Master’s Degree at the Theological College, Walter Post, in Jayapura. Both are activists for non-violence being held prisoner in Indonesia for taking part in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua Province on the 1st of December 2004.  Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage were convicted on charges of “treason” in May 2005, and were subsequently sentenced to 15 years and 10 years, respectively. The flag-raising ceremony in which the two participated was a peaceful demonstration, and imprisoning them for this was a denial of their fundamental human right to freedom of expression. Despite that the laws which they were convicted of violating have since been ruled unconstitutional, Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage remain in prison. We consider Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage to be prisoners of conscience, and would be grateful for any assistance you might be able to provide on their behalf.


The flag-raising ceremony involved about two hundred people who commemorated the declaration of Papuan independence of 1962 by raising the Morning Star flag, the symbol of Papuan independence. Local police converged on the peaceful demonstrators, using excessive force. At least four of the demonstrators were reported to be severely injured, two of who were shot in the head by the police. Filep Karma was arrested, and at a demonstration for his release, others were arrested, including Yusak Pakage. While the rest of the demonstrators were eventually let go, Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage remained in custody, and were beaten by the police.


In June, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General, visited Indonesia to investigate the Indonesian government’s abuse of West Papuans such as Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. She reported being very disturbed by the evidence of torture, imprisonment, and unjust treatment she found prisoners of conscience being subjected to at the hands of Indonesian authorities. We would be grateful to you if you could make an attempt to intervene in any way you can on behalf of Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. We ask you to encourage President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia, and Ambassador Sudjadnan Parnohadiningrat, to grant Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage immediate and unconditional release, with the understanding that the two are peaceful demonstrators who merely utilized their right to freely express their opinions and beliefs. And we also ask that all other peaceful demonstrators imprisoned by the Indonesian government under the same unjust laws be released as well.
Thank you for your attention to this matter,

Ambassador B. Lynn Pascoe

United States Embassy in Indonesia
Jalan Medan Merdeka Selatan 3-5,

Jakarta

INDONESIA

FPO AP 96520
Dear Ambassador Pascoe:

On the 17th of July 2007, Indonesia’s constitutional court ruled articles 154 and 155 of the Indonesian criminal code to be unconstitutional, as these so-called “hate-sowing” articles deem free expression to be a criminal offense. Two such prisoners who have been convicted of violating these laws are Filep Karma, a 45-year-old civil servant in Indonesia, and his fellow countryman, Yusak Pakage, a 26 year old student who had been pursuing a Master’s Degree at the Theological College, Walter Post, in Jayapura. Both are Christian activists for non-violence being held prisoner in Indonesia for taking part in a peaceful flag-raising ceremony in Papua Province on the 1st of December 2004.  Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage were convicted on charges of “treason” in May 2005, and were subsequently sentenced to 15 years and 10 years, respectively. The flag-raising ceremony in which the two participated was a peaceful demonstration, and imprisoning them for this was a denial of their fundamental human right to freedom of expression. Despite that the laws which they were convicted of violating have since been ruled unconstitutional, Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage remain in prison. We consider Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage to be prisoners of conscience, and would be grateful for any assistance you might be able to provide on their behalf.


The flag-raising ceremony involved about two hundred people who commemorated the declaration of Papuan independence of 1962 by raising the Morning Star flag, the symbol of Papuan independence. Local police converged on the peaceful demonstrators, using excessive force. At least four of the demonstrators were reported to be severely injured, two of who were shot in the head by the police. Filep Karma was arrested, and at a demonstration for his release, others were arrested, including Yusak Pakage. While the rest of the demonstrators were eventually let go, Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage remained in custody, and were beaten by the police.


In June, Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General, visited Indonesia to investigate the Indonesian government’s abuse of West Papuans such as Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. She reported being very disturbed by the evidence of torture, imprisonment, and unjust treatment she found prisoners of conscience being subjected to at the hands of Indonesian authorities. We would be grateful to you if you could make an attempt to intervene in any way you can on behalf of Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage. We ask you to encourage President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia, and Ambassador Sudjadnan Parnohadiningrat, to grant Filep Karma and Yusak Pakage immediate and unconditional release, with the understanding that the two are peaceful demonstrators who merely utilized their right to freely express their opinions and beliefs. And we also ask that all other peaceful demonstrators imprisoned by the Indonesian government under the same unjust laws be released as well.
Thank you for your attention to this matter,

Contact Info:

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono

President of Indonesia

Istana Merdeka

Jakarta 10110

INDONESIA


Fax:  011 62 21 345 2685 (via State Secretariat)

Ambassador Sudjadnan Parnohadiningrat

Embassy of Indonesia

2020 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

Washington DC, 20036


Fax:  202-775-5365

