President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom

The President’s Office

Mulee-aage, Henvairu

Medhuziyaaraiy Magu

Male 20-05

Republic of Maldives
Dear President Gayoom:

In recent months, your government has not lived up to some of the promises made on your roadmap for democratic reform. Bills pertaining to a new penal code, new sentencing regulations, a new criminal procedures code, evidence, the National Security Service, police, detention procedures, and parole have been slow in being presented to parliament. And we are concerned that your government is using loopholes in “anti-terrorism” legislation to punish innocent people involved in democratic movements, despite that they pose no actual terroristic threats.

We are also concerned about the legitimacy of the results from the referendum held on the 18th of August 2007, to decide your nation’s system of governance. If the voters of Maldives did indeed legitimately choose the Presidential system over the Parliamentary system, then we respect the wishes of the people. But there have been reports suggesting your government did not allow independent observers to accompany the ballot boxes as they were transferred from the polling stations to the counting centers, allowing government officials the opportunity to tamper with the vote count. Additionally, the Elections Commission is accused of compiling a voter list that includes up to 10,000 deceased citizens and another 15,000 citizens who could not have voted due to living abroad. We ask you to allow an independent international commission to verify the results of this referendum before it is settled upon, as this would be the only way to validate the voter results. If the Maldivian Democratic Party’s accusations against your government are false, you should welcome the opportunity to allow an international body to vindicate you and your government.
Furthermore, we feel it necessary that you and your government continue to grant immediate and unconditional release to any political prisoners who have been detained by the government of Maldives solely for protesting and demonstrating against what they see as political corruption, as these prisoners are merely prisoners of conscience. We ask that the peoples’ right to protest and demonstrate is protected by your government. We expect the government of Maldives to guarantee that all those who are detained and arrested will receive a fair trial, in which they have equal access to witnesses and evidence, and in which the charges against them are clearly and specifically stated before the trial, so that they and their lawyers are able to adequately defend themselves against any false charges.

We remain confident that you and your government will make a permanent commitment to protecting the peoples’ rights to ‘freedom of speech’ and ‘freedom of press.’ We hope that your government will uphold your end of the agreement, to implement Constitutional reforms in accordance with international standards; to overhaul the Presidential decree of ‘freedom of assembly’; and to guarantee that all journalists and peaceful protesters are given the right to freely express themselves and their viewpoints without the threat of prosecution. Just as importantly, we trust that Jennifer Latheef, Mohamed Nasheed, or any others who have recently been pardoned will not be re-arrested. Likewise, we continue to urge the Maldivian Democratic Party to uphold their end of the bargain, ensuring that they do not foment revolution or engage in violence, and that they comply with the Constitution when it is amended.

Your attention is greatly appreciated,

Ambassador Dr. Mohamed Latheef

800 Second Avenue, Suite 400E

New York, NY  10017


Fax:  (212) 661-6405

Your Excellency:

In recent months, your government has not lived up to some of the promises made on your roadmap for democratic reform. Bills pertaining to a new penal code, new sentencing regulations, a new criminal procedures code, evidence, the National Security Service, police, detention procedures, and parole have been slow in being presented to parliament. And we are concerned that your government is using loopholes in “anti-terrorism” legislation to punish innocent people involved in democratic movements, despite that they pose no actual terroristic threats.

We are also concerned about the legitimacy of the results from the referendum held on the 18th of August 2007, to decide your nation’s system of governance. If the voters of Maldives did indeed legitimately choose the Presidential system over the Parliamentary system, then we respect the wishes of the people. But there have been reports suggesting your government did not allow independent observers to accompany the ballot boxes as they were transferred from the polling stations to the counting centers, allowing government officials the opportunity to tamper with the vote count. Additionally, the Elections Commission is accused of compiling a voter list that includes up to 10,000 deceased citizens and another 15,000 citizens who could not have voted due to living abroad. We ask President Gayoom to allow an independent international commission to verify the results of this referendum before it is settled upon, as this would be the only way to validate the voter results. If the Maldivian Democratic Party’s accusations against your government are false, President Gayoom should welcome the opportunity to allow an international body to vindicate your government.

Furthermore, we feel it necessary that President Gayoom continue to grant immediate and unconditional release to any political prisoners who have been detained by the government of Maldives solely for protesting and demonstrating against what they see as political corruption, as these prisoners are merely prisoners of conscience. We ask that the peoples’ right to protest and demonstrate is protected by your government. We expect the government of Maldives to guarantee that all those who are detained and arrested will receive a fair trial, in which they have equal access to witnesses and evidence, and in which the charges against them are clearly and specifically stated before the trial, so that they and their lawyers are able to adequately defend themselves against any false charges.

We remain confident that President Gayoom and your government will make a permanent commitment to protecting the peoples’ rights to ‘freedom of speech’ and ‘freedom of press.’ We hope that your government will uphold your end of the agreement, to implement Constitutional reforms in accordance with international standards; to overhaul the Presidential decree of ‘freedom of assembly’; and to guarantee that all journalists and peaceful protesters are given the right to freely express themselves and their viewpoints without the threat of prosecution. Just as importantly, we trust that Jennifer Latheef, Mohamed Nasheed, or any others who have recently been pardoned will not be re-arrested. Likewise, we continue to urge the Maldivian Democratic Party to uphold their end of the bargain, ensuring that they do not foment revolution or engage in violence, and that they comply with the Constitution when it is amended.
Your attention is greatly appreciated,

Allyson Y. Schwartz

United States House of Representatives

423 Cannon Office Building

Washington, DC  20515


Fax:  (202) 226-0611


Fax:  (215) 517-6575

Dear Representative Schwartz:

Once again, thank you for the continued support you have offered in regards to the situation in the Republic of Maldives. We hope that you can maintain pressure on President Gayoom and his government until they live up to the promises they made on their roadmap for democratic reform that have yet to be fulfilled. Bills pertaining to a new penal code, new sentencing regulations, a new criminal procedures code, evidence, the National Security Service, police, detention procedures, and parole have been late in being presented to parliament. Additionally, we remain concerned that the Republic of Maldives is using loopholes in “anti-terrorism” legislation to punish innocent people involved in democratic movements, despite that those individuals pose no actual terroristic threats whatsoever.

On the 18th of August 2007, the Elections Commission in Maldives held a referendum on the system of governance, giving voters a choice in determining whether their government should be parliamentary system (as desired by the Maldivian Democratic Party) or a presidential system (as called for by President Gayoom and his Dhivehi Rayyithunge Party, as Gayoom seeks his seventh consecutive 5-year term). The vote was 62% in favor of maintaining a Presidential system. While this is fine if the election results can be verified, there are many inconsistencies yet to be clarified. The Elections Commission published a voter list of 189,102 voters, but 10,000 of them are deceased, and another 15,000 were not able to vote because they live abroad. Additionally, the government did not allow independent observers to accompany the ballot boxes as they were transported from the polling stations to the counting centers. We are hopeful that the United States and the international community will closely monitor any further developments, and ensure that the executive government decided upon in Maldives is a true reflection of the will of the people. Finally, we hope pressure can be put on President Gayoom to accept the Peoples Special Majlis (constitutional assembly) decision to prohibit Presidents of the Republic of Maldives from serving more than two consecutive five-year terms.
We are grateful to you for whatever you can do to ensure that the government of Maldives follows through with their promises, and that President Gayoom grants immediate and unconditional release to any political prisoners who qualify as prisoners of conscience, arrested solely for protesting and demonstrating peacefully. Likewise, we ask that you use your influence to persuade their opposition, the Maldivian Democratic Party, to uphold their end of the bargain as well, ensuring that they do not foment revolution or engage in violence, and that they comply with their new Constitution when it is amended. As always, any continued assistance you could provide to these matters is extremely valuable.

Thank you,
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