Mr Georges Minsay Booka 

Ministre de la Justice et Garde des Sceaux

Ministère de la Justice

228 Avenue de Lemera 

BP137

Kinshasa Gombe, République Démocratique du Congo 

The Case of Ms. Coquette Nsinga

Cher ministre, 

As a member of Amnesty International, I am deeply concerned about the treatment and medical condition of Ms. Coquette Nsinga, a young woman, who was detained, raped and tortured in detention following her activity in the Movement for the Liberation of the Congo (Mouvement pour la Liberation du Congo, MLC). 

Ms. Nsinga, her mother and two other women, were arrested on October 31, 2006 in  Kinshasa, shortly after the second round of voting in the presidential elections in the DRC. She was held for several weeks without charge and was tortured and raped. She and her mother are now standing trial before a military tribunal, charged with "incitement (of military personnel) to commit acts contrary to duty or discipline", a charge which Amnesty International believes is politically motivated. 

I ask that she get immediate medical treatment, that the rape and torture be investigated and the attackers  brought to trial.  Further, the cause of  arrest for this student and her mother is questionable.  Ms. Nsinga and her mother must be immediately released or charged with a recognized offense before the appropriate civilian court without further delay. 

Rape of women and girls by government security forces or armed groups is widespread in all areas of the DRC. Few women have access to adequate medical treatment for consequent injuries or illnesses. Women and girls who had been raped suffer widespread social discrimination and rejection by their families and communities.  This is an urgent issue which I ask you to investigate immediately. 

Yours truly, 

CC: Her Excellency Faida Mitifu, Ambassador of the Democratic Republic of the Congo

Embassy of Democratic Republic of the Congo 

1726 M Street Northwest

Washington, DC 20036

