July 23, 2007

Senator Arlen Specter

711 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Specter,

I am deeply concerned about U.S. policy regarding the use and export of cluster munitions and the devastating impact these weapons have caused for tens of thousands of innocent civilians around the world. U.S. cluster munitions have been used in Lebanon, Iraq, Afghanistan, and former Yugoslavia—in all cases proving deadly for civilians. I urge you to co-sponsor the Cluster Munitions Civilian Protection Act of 2007 (S. 594) to help curb the misuse of these weapons and protect civilian lives.

The imprecise and unreliable nature of U.S. cluster munitions makes them especially hazardous to civilians. Whether artillery-fired or air-dropped, cluster bombs disperse hundreds of small bomblets over a wide area, failing to distinguish between military and civilian targets. As you know, cluster munitions were initially designed in World War II for attacking large-scale military troop formations, but more recently they have been used in or near highly populated areas. With civilians as de facto targets, their use runs a serious risk of violating the laws of war.

The threat of cluster munitions to civilians does not end when a conflict subsides. Some U.S. made cluster munitions are reported to have a high dud rate of nearly one in four. Bomblets that fail to explode at impact pose a severe threat to civilian lives and livelihoods for up to 50 years—similar to landmines.

Although U.S. cluster munitions procured after FY 2005 are required to have a dud rate of less than 1 percent, no restrictions to date have been placed on exports from the older, existing, and unreliable munitions stockpiles. Nor does current U.S. policy strictly prohibit their use in civilian populated areas. S. 594 begins to address these concerns by preventing any U.S. funds from being spent to use or export cluster munitions unless the munitions have a 1 percent or less dud rate and will not be used in civilian populated areas.

I urge you to co-sponsor this common-sense legislation and, in doing so, help stem the death and suffering of innocent civilians from U.S. cluster munitions. Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

