 

 

                                                                                                Your address

                                                                                                October 26, 2007                   

 

 

Dr. Diego Palacio Betancourt

Ministro de Proteccion Social

Ministerio de Proteccion Social

Carrera 13 No 32-76, 

Bogota, Colombia

 

Sr. Ministro, 

 

            I am calling on you to crack down on paramilitary groups that deliver death threats and beat up human rights activists and trade union members with impunity.  Just to name a few recent attacks, there is Jose Manual Gomez of the Comite Permanente por los Derechos Humanos (the Permanent Human Rights Committee), his family and other members of this group.  Also attacked and threatened was Javier Correa, president of the National Union of Food Industry Workers (Sindicato Nacional de Trabajadores de la Industria de Alimentos, as well as other members of this union and their families.

 

            These attacks were by members of the Aquilas Negras (Black Eagles) of Bucaramanga and the Bloque Norte in Barranquilla.  The Bloque Norte is part of the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia, which was to have been dismantled.

 

            Full and impartial investigations should be held in both the Gomez and Correa cases, and the results should be published.  The attackers should be brought to justice.

 

            Government authorities should confront and dismantle all paramilitary groups and break their links with government security forces, as recommended by the UN.

 

                                                                                                Yours truly,

 

 

                                                                                                Your name

 

 

CC: Ambassador Maria Carolina Barco Isakson

 Embassy of Colombia

2118 Leroy Pl. NW

Washington DC 20008

 
