








April 17, 2009

Kep Chuktema

Phnom Penh Municipality

#69 Blvd.

Preah Monivong

Phnom Penh

CAMBODIA

Dear Minister,

I am extremely concerned to learn of the impending forced eviction of 32 families in Borei Keila, central Phnom Penh. They are at risk of being evicted and sent to a forced resettlement site in May because they are living with HIV and AIDS.

The proposed forced resettlement site is not adequate for these families. The site has no clean water, sanitation or electricity, and the houses don't have enough space for an average family. The families will not have adequate access to treatment for their health conditions in this new site. In addition, the houses are made of a distinctive green metal; their appearance will single these families out for further discrimination.

I urge you to please protect these 32 families from forced eviction. I also ask that they immediately be considered for eligibility to live in the new apartments that are being constructed as part of the 2003 land-share agreement. If the families are not eligible to live in these new buildings, I ask that you guarantee them adequate alternative housing, with access to health services to continue anti-retroviral treatment and HIV/AIDS-related treatment.

Furthermore, I implore you to protect these families from discrimination due to their health status in determining their eligibility for housing.

Finally, and most importantly, I urge the government of Cambodia to end all forced evictions.

Sincerely,

