April 15, 2009

His Excellency Lieutenant General Omar Hassan al-Bashir

President of Sudan

Office of the President, People's Palace, PO Box 281

Khartoum

SUDAN

Your Excellency:

I am very concerned about the recent arrest of Mohamed Al Mahjoub, director of the Amal torture treatment center in El Fasher, North Darfur. Arrested and detained on April 11, Mohamed Al Mahjoub has not been allowed access to friends and family or to a lawyer. The reason for his arrest is not clear. It seems that he has been arrested solely because of his peaceful human rights work.

As a supporter of human rights, I am saddened to learn that people such as Mohamed Al Mahjoub who are working to help torture victims are in turn being harassed themselves.

I urge you to request the immediate and unconditional release of Mohamed Al Mahjoub because he has not been charged with a crime and seems to have been detained solely because of his peaceful human rights activities. I also implore you to immediately allow Mohamed Al Mahjoub to have access to a lawyer and  medical care if needed.

Furthermore, I urge authorities in Sudan to immediately stop harrassing and detaining people who are peacefully working for human rights and assistance of torture victims.

Finally I call on the authorities to immediately repeal Article 31 of the National Security Forces Act. This allows people to be detained for up to nine months without judicial review. 

Thank you for your immediate attention to the case of Mohamed Al Mahjoub and to the situation of other human rights defenders in Sudan.

Sincerely,

