







April 21, 2009

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei

The Office of the Supreme Leader

Islamic Republic Street – End of Shahid Keshvar

Doust Street

Tehran

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

Your Excellency:

I am very troubled to read about the detention and sentencing of Roxana Saberi. In a closed-door trial in Tehran on April 18, Roxana Saberi was convicted of the unspecified crime of "espionage" and sentenced to eight years in prison. She was reportedly deceived into "confessing" to certain activities during her detention, with the promise that she would be released if she cooperated.

It seems that Roxana Saberi is being targeted because of her dual Iranian and American citizenship, and her role as a reporter for National Public Radio. Several other individuals who have dual citizenship like Roxana Saberi have been accused of jeopardizing national security.

I ask the authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Roxana Saberi, as she has committed no recognizable crime and is being singled out for her dual citizenship and role as a journalist. Furthermore, I ask that any "confessions" made by Roxana Saberi be disregarded, as she was deceived into making incriminating statements while in detention.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

